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I. Introduction 

From 17th until 21st July 2023, the Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security 

(ANCORS), hosted an International Fisheries Negotiations course in Wollongong, Australia. This 

program aimed to further build the expertise and knowledge of South Pacific Group (SPG) 

member States along with French Polynesia, New Caledonia and American Samoa. The objectives 

of this course were to enhance participants’ negotiation and cooperation skills for RFMO meetings 

– particularly in the context of the WCPFC -, to increase their knowledge of international legal 

fisheries frameworks, and to promote the strengthening of sub-regional networks and shared 

interests between SPG small island developing States and territories, so that they can better 

negotiate and collaborate in their management of Southern longline fisheries. The training was 

provided in person to maximise peer-to-peer learning and cooperation and provide opportunities 

for networking.  

 

 The course was attended by a total of 15 participants who were mid to senior level managers and 

officials from the Cooks Islands, Tonga, Vanuatu, Fiji, Niue, Samoa, and from French Polynesia, 

New Caledonia, and American Samoa (participants list attached). The programme also gratefully 

acknowledges insightful contributions from experts from Australia, Japan, Korea, Chile, China, 

Maldives, New Zealand, and the USA, and the following organisations:  Pacific Islands Forum 

Fisheries Agency (FFA), Office Pacific Ocean Commissioner (OPOC), Pacific Small Islands 

Developing States (PSIDS), Pew Charitable Trusts, Worldwide Fund For Nature (WWF), Fiji Fishing 

Industry Association and Solander Fiji.  

 
II. Summary of participants’ evaluations 

At the conclusion of the workshop, participants were invited to complete anonymous 

evaluation assessments. These evaluation reports demonstrated a very high level of satisfaction 

with regards to the quality, relevance, and overall value of the course.  All the evaluations were 

extremely positive about the course’s usefulness and applicability to their professional roles, 

thanks to shared experts’ insights and the study of real-life case studies and lessons learnt over 

the years. For example, some participants noted the following:  

- “The experiences shared were extremely precious, as well as insights from other 

RFMOs.”  



 

- “I strongly recognize the quality of this course, thanks to very high level experts. The 

content and agenda were really relevant and well managed.”  

 

Several participants mentioned the particular relevance of the course content and delivered 

skills for early and mid-career professionals in order to equip them with the necessary 

background knowledge and lessons learnt over time. This was expressed by one participant:  

- “This course would have helped me significantly in the earlier parts of my career, as a 

lot of the lessons shared were things that I picked up over many years. Great course 

for new and middle entry staff.”  

 

Participants’ evaluations showed a strong interest in the acquisition and practice of 

negotiation skills through mock negotiation exercises which they found particularly useful. 

They also noted that the course successfully gave them new knowledge and developed their 

expertise of the international fisheries context, legal and management frameworks, which 

they found helpful to contextualise the functioning of RFMOs. Participants were pleased with 

the presentations and course delivery, which they found digestible and comprehensive.  

 

When asked for further general comments about the course, many participants expressed 

their wish to see this training opportunity repeated on a regular basis in the future, as 

highlighted by the below quotes: 

- “Please have it every other year! Useful and well organised. Good speakers and great 

feeling and open discussions. Thank you.”  

- “This course was absolutely invaluable. Should be necessary for all delegates and FFA 

staff to fully understand and learn from this content.”  

 

 Territories were also particularly grateful for the training and networking opportunity 

provided, as noted by one participant below:  

- “This course was a great opportunity for territories to be more involved and linked to 

FFA and SPG. These partnerships may be the solution to have a better SPALN 

management in the near future, so capacity building and courses like this on an annual 

basis would help.”  

 



 

 

III. Expenditures 
 
The cost for the organisation and delivery of the course amounted to AU$154,255, comprising: 

- AU$102,955.02 for airfares, transport, DSA and accommodation  

- AU$51,300 for course fees, venue costs and hybrid meeting technology 

 

 
IV. Conclusion 

The International Fisheries Negotiations course of July 2023 held at ANCORS was successful, 

as demonstrated by participants’ positive evaluations. The objectives of the training were met 

and participants from SPG group member States and French Polynesia, New Caledonia and 

American Samoa were able to build their expertise with regards to international fisheries’ legal 

structures and decision-making procedures; enhance their negotiation and cooperation skills 

to effectively champion their national interests in RFMO meetings; and foster networks of 

collaboration.  

 

The SPG members, along with the territories afore mentioned, expressed their sincere 

appreciation and thanks to the WCPFC Special Requirements Fund and the Chinese Taipei 

Trust Fund for their support and assistance which have played a key role in enabling this course 

and making a positive impact. 
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Presenters 

 
Kamal Azmi 

Dr Kamal Azmi is a Senior Research Fellow at the Australian National Centre for Ocean 

Resources and Security (ANCORS) at the University of Wollongong, where he focuses on 

aspects of transboundary fisheries in the Pacific and Indian Oceans, including rights-based 

management, sustainability, equity, transparency, IUU fishing and the blue economy. From 

2019 to 2022, Kamal concurrently served as the Pacific Regional Lead for Global Fishing 

Watch. He completed his PhD at ANCORS in 2021 after a 20+ years career in the Australian 

Government, including in foreign policy, international development and trade-related postings 

in Honiara, Singapore and Taipei. 

 

Ruth Davis 

Ruth is the Postgraduate Programs Coordinator for ANCORS and has over 25 years’ 

experience in the design and delivery of training and educational programs in the university 
sector and for government, regional and international organisations.  Ruth’s background is in 

law and economics.  She currently works in both the coastal and oceanic fisheries spaces, 
motivated by the desire to create a supportive enabling environment for effective, equitable 

and sustainable fisheries management.  Ruth’s work in oceanic fisheries revolves around the 
central theme of equity in transboundary fisheries management and includes projects relating 

to transparency in RFMO decision-making; access to data to support transparent fisheries 

management decision-making; and improving equity in transboundary fisheries negotiations. 

In the coastal fisheries space Ruth’s work focusses on governance of inshore fisheries in Pacific 

island countries and territories, and the strengthening of local, national and regional 

frameworks to support community-based fisheries management in the context of climate 

change and the need for food security. Ruth regularly attends the meetings of a number of 

regional bodies and RFMOs as adviser and ANCORS observer. 

 

Adèle Dutilloy 

Adèle Dutilloy is a Fisheries Management Advisor with FFA, having joined the team in 

February 2022. Adèle has a background in marine biology and fisheries science, with her 

previous position being a fisheries modeller in New Zealand. Since joining FFA, Adèle has 

worked on a range of projects, including working closely on the South Pacific Longline Project 

assisting Members with the management of South Pacific albacore, and assisting Members 

with their management of sharks.  

 

Camille Goodman 

Dr Camille Goodman is an international lawyer specialising in the law of the sea and 

international fisheries law, with a background in public policy and significant experience as 

a legal adviser to Government. Camille is currently a Senior Lecturer at the Australian 

National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security (ANCORS) at the University of 

Wollongong, a Visiting Fellow at the ANU College of Law, and a Non-Resident Fellow at 

the Sea Power Centre Australia. From 2005 to 2020, Camille worked at the Commonwealth 

Attorney-General’s Department, providing legal and policy advice to the Australian 

Government, with a particular focus on law of the sea and international fisheries law. Her 

first book, Coastal State Jurisdiction Over Living Resources in the Exclusive Economic Zone, 

was published by OUP in November 2021. 

 



 



 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
International Fisheries Negotiations 

 
 

17-21 July 2023 - Wollongong, Australia 
 
 
This program aims to strengthen the expertise and knowledge of South Pacific Group member 
States and French Polynesia, New Caledonia and American Samoa, so that they can better 
negotiate and cooperate in their management of Southern longline fisheries.  
 
The training course will be provided in-person so as to maximise peer-to-peer learning and 
cooperation, and provide opportunities for networking. The course will be hosted at the 
Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security (ANCORS), in Wollongong, 
Australia. ANCORS has provided capacity building, training and advisory services to 
developing coastal and island States in the Pacific and Indian Ocean regions for over twenty 
years, including professional short courses in International Fisheries Negotiation since 2011. 
ANCORS research and advisory partnerships in the Indo- Pacific provide unique expertise for 
training, research, dialogues and facilitation. 
 
The training program will be tailored for government officials currently working in fisheries, 
foreign affairs or legal departments, and will be targeted at mid to senior level managers 
and officials. The program will focus on legal frameworks and decision-making processes, 
meeting preparation and negotiations skills, tools and techniques to identify and strategically 
advocate national interests, and strategic development and cooperation. Participants will 
consider real life and hypothetical examples, engage in role-plays and scenarios, and learn 
about the interests and strategies of other RFMO members. Participants will also be 
encouraged to contact staff for mentoring support throughout the course. 
 
Expected results and outcomes 
This training is expected to provide approximately 18 participants from 9 WCPFC Members and 
Participating Territories with the following: 
 

- Knowledge of international legal fisheries frameworks as they relate to Regional 
Fisheries Management Organisations (RFMO), with a focus on the WCPFC 

 
- Tools and techniques to prepare, strategise and collectively advocate for their interests in 

RFMO meetings 
 

- Sub-regional networks and improved knowledge of shared interests and cooperation 
opportunities with other South Pacific small island developing States and territories. 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 
 

 
 


