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decision relating to the provision of
scientific data to the Commission by
29th April 2011

Parte |. (Informacién sobre pesqueria,
investigacion y estadisticas)

1. Abstract/Summary

The Republic of Panama is located between 7 ° 12'07 " and 9 ° 38'46" North
Latitude and 77 ° 09'24" and 03'07" 83 ° west lon gitude and has a length of 75.517
km2 (29,208 square miles). Panama is the link between Central America and
South America, and has coasts on the Caribbean and the Pacific, where emerging
about 1, 581 islands and islets. The costs add up to total 2,988.3 km, of which are
1.700.6 km and 1,287.7 km of the Pacific are in the Caribbean. Its territorial waters
extend to about 200 nautical miles wide over which the Republic of Panama has
sovereignty and sovereign rights, as in the seabed. This area is influenced by a
large upwelling in the Gulf of Panama; the dry season increases the primary
productivity and accelerates the development of a large number of species. In the
Pacific Ocean was developed for 95% of fishing activity, also found 80% of the
population.

The fishery is divided into two major sectors: industrial and artisanal fisheries.
There is also a fleet of vessels licensed to fish in international high seas, mainly
tuna in East Pacific and the Atlantic. Among the items of interest in fishing in
waters include: white shrimp fishing, fishing for anchovies and herring and
demersal fisheries, commercial, and background pelagic.

In Panama, the Caribbean coastal fisheries in the Atlantic Ocean is sectioned into
areas such as Bocas del Toro, Colon and San Blas, where the continental shelf
and steep cuts only allow fishing for reef-associated species, although has
developed an industrial shrimp fishery is of low intensity. This traditional fishing
area is principally engaged in the capture of lobster (Panulirus sp), shells
(Strombus sp), octopus and crab spider crab. Of these the most important is fishing
for lobster (Panulirus sp), resulting in the main fishery in the Caribbean region.
However, in recent years have seen an increase in the overexploitation of the
resource, which has led to adopt rules permitting and to the implementation of
closures for some of these species.

Panama has made a major management control of its fishing vessels since 1997,




which establishes the obligation to obtain a fishing license for fishing vessels on
the high seas or EEZ of other States, continuing the imposition of a satellite
monitoring system (VMS) mandatory for all vessels fishing in international fishing
license for 1999 and by specific legislation for the elimination of IUU fishing, ADM
Resolution 1791.

Panama uses a vessel monitoring system (VMS) in both large Panamanian flag
vessels fishing in the Atlantic, as in all fishing vessels Panamanian international
license (fishing vessels engaged in harvesting marine resources outside territorial
waters), established by Administrative Order No. 101-99 of four (4) August 1999
(1999). Since 1999, Panama runs a satellite monitoring of all fishing vessels of
international services that obligation must be installed satellite monitoring system
approved by the competent authority ARAP. It is well to recall that in the case of
these fishing vessels, the size of the length does not exempt from compliance with
the standard.

In late 1997 it mandatory to obtain a fishing license prior to the registration of the
merchant marine and fishing is prohibited in the Mediterranean and the directed
fishery for Bluefin tuna and albacore in the North or South in the Atlantic. Thus,
over a thousand Panamanian-flagged fishing vessels did not apply to obtaining the
appropriate fishing license and are removed from the record of our Merchant
Marine.

In compliance with the decisions taken and issued by Resolution A/RES/53/33 of
15 March 1999 General Assembly of the United Nations concerning fishing in
large-scale drift-nets, the unauthorized fishing in zones of national jurisdiction and
high seas, bycatch and discards in fisheries and other matters; Republic of
Panama issued Executive Order No. 90 of July 17, 2002 "Through which prohibits
the use gill nets and / or drift to all industrial fishing vessels domestic and
international service under the Panamanian flag because it represents a major
threat to the marine environment, the sustainability of fisheries and marine
biodiversity, Panama, in accordance with these international instruments adopted
programs to control illegal fishing by the European Union and other fisheries
management organizations (RFMO's), since 2005.

In the same year he joined the National Maritime Strategy, the need to establish a
National Plan to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated.

In the context of regional fisheries management organization, CIAT, Panama as a
contracting party since 1952, ratifies the Agreement on the International Dolphin
Conservation by Act No. 75 of November 10, 1998.

As for the national fleet in the western Pacific Ocean, is made only for transport
and support ships with a total of 70 vessels By Law No. 44 of November 23, 2006,
establishing the Aquatic Resources Authority of Panama (ARAP) and adds a
definition for fishing vessel that houses the fish transport vessels or cargo ships



and support vessels. After some discussions about a clear definition of such craft is
adopted a resolution which regulates the issue of receiving transshipment vessels
and support vessels to fishing activities.

In November 2008 approved the Maritime Code of Panama, there is established as
a prerequisite to register a fishing vessel in the register of the Merchant Marine, to
obtain a fishing license. This has been a great achievement and, despite all efforts
made during the past years, it is not until now that is adopted by the Republic Act
requirement to obtain a fishing license, for any type of fishing boat ; previously
required through an Executive Decree. Among the implemented rules, referred to
in Annex | to this document, we find the definition of illegal unreported unregulated
(IUU) and the explicit consideration of not granting fishing licenses to vessels that
are under this condition.

2. Tabular Annual Fisheries Information

We have no information of fisheries because there are not catch vessels in
Western and Central Pacific Area.

3. Background

The Republic of Panama iss a cooperating non-Member of WCPFC, the number of
vessels operating in this convention area are totally transport and support vessels.
All of our vessels are licensed to operate in the WCPFC in compliment to the
commission’s recommendations and requirements.

We have 70 vessels of transportation and support and as we declared when we
request been part as a cooperating non-member, the Republic of Panama accept
high seas boarding and inspection and has accepted 100% observer coverage on
its carriers and commits to compliance with all WCPFC CMM’s.

4. CoastalStateReporting
We are not a Coastal State in WCPFC Convention Area.
5. Socio-economic factors

The benefits obtained the flag in marine and crews of the ships as well as praise
company profits that are in the country and q generate many jobs.

6. Disposal of Catch
We don’t have catch fishing vessels in WCPFC Convention area.
7. Onshore Developments

We are not a Coastal Sate and no processing plant or support facilities in WCPFC
Convention area.



8. Future Prospect of the Fishery
We have our position to maintain only transport and support fishing vessel.
9. StatusoftheTunaFisherydatacollectionsystems

Long sheet data collection and verification — Transport and support vessels are
required to submit data on their area operations based on format for such reporting
which include a detailed catch fishing vessels transshipment, and submitted for
verification on a rearly basis showing information regarding position, date, sets and
species. All the operations are verified by our FMC.

10.Research Activities Covering Target and non-Target species

Fisheries Information System: Panama reports statistics for all activities in the
areas of Merchant Shipping, Ports, Seafarers and discharge data of fishery
products in domestic and international ports.

The Aquatic Resources Authority of Panama (ARAP) is responsible for verifying
the information captures and maintains landing, export, import of fishery products,
and biometric information of the target species, which are important to support the
country's fisheries development.

The ARAP maintains periodic sampling programs at ports landings by species and
sizes. There are research centers, such as the Center for Marine Sciences and
Limnology, University of Panama, which conducts research on specific estuarine
systems and the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute (STRI), which focuses its
studies on the biological area and conservation of marine ecosystems.

Also conducted joint research with CIAT-Achotines, which supports research of
tropical tuna species, with the aim of closing the life cycle. Similarly, the Action
Plan of the Southeast Pacific and the Caribbean Action Plan are programs
Regional Seas Programme of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),
supports research on environmental indicators and quality of coastal marine
waters, which allow to address areas risk to ecosystems and marine species of
commercial interest. On the other hand, supported the Ministry of Science of Spain
develop fisheries research survey and monitoring inventories of stocks of fishery
resources on continental shelves. All this contributes to better decision making
regarding the sustainable management of fisheries resources and ecosystem.
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B Q ... CMM 2004-03 Fishing vessel marking and technical specifications YES Panama
001 02

B Q ... CMM 2004-03 Record of WCPFC identification number (WIN) YES Panama
00 03

B Q ... CMM 2005-03 CCMs take measures to ensure level of fishing effort N/A Panama
003 02 by vessels fishing for NP ALB is not increased

B Q ..« CMM 2005-03 Catch report of NP ALB due every six months N/A Panama
004 03

B Q .»« CMM 2005-03 Annual report of catches and fishing effort north of the N/A Panama
005 04 equator directed at ALB

B Q ..« CMM 2006-04 Limit number of fishing vessels fishing for MLS S 15S, N/A Panama
00 01 to 2000 — 2004.

B Q ... CMM 2006-04 Annual catches of MLS (bycatch), and annual numbers  N/A Panama
00 04 of vessels fishing for MLS S15S and their catch levels.

B Q ... CMM 2006-08 Fishing vessels to accept HSBI boardings by duly YES Panama
008 07 authorised inspectors, and as applicable Members to

ensure compliance of its authorised inspectors with the
HSBI procedures

B Q ... CMM 2006-08 Provide Full Report on HSBI YES Panama
00 30
B Q ... CMM 2006-08 Notification of serious violation(s) detected during YES Panama
010 32 HSBI
B Q ... CMM 2006-08 Response by authorities of the fishing vessel to a YES Panama
011 33 and 36 serious violation notification
B Q ..« CMM 2006-08 Annual reporting by members on the HSBI carried out  YES Panama
012 40 by its authorized inspection vessels.
B Q ..« CMM 2006-08 Annual reporting by members on their actions in YES Panama
013 41 response to HSBI of their fishing vessels that resulted
in observation of alleged violations.
B Q ... CMM 2007-01 Vessels to be prepared to accept an observer from the  YES Panama
014 07 ROP, if required
B Q .»« CMM 2007-01 CCMs shall source observers for their vessels as YES Panama
015 09 determined by the Commission.
B Q ... CMM 2007-01 CCMs shall explain to the vessel captain, observer YES Panama
016 10 duties relevant to appropriate measures adopted by
the Commission.
B Q ... CMM 2007-01 CCM shall nominate a WCPFC National Observer YES Panama
017 13 Coordinator
B Q ... CMM 2007-01 CCMs to ensure vessel operators comply with the YES Panama
018 14 (vii) Guidelines for the Rights and Responsibilities of Vessel
Operators, Captains and Crew
B Q ... CMM 2007-01 ROP data submission YES Panama
019 Attachment K
Annex C 04
B Q .»« CMM 2007-01 CCMs shall achieve 5% coverage of the effort in each N/A Panama
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fishery under the jurisdiction of the Commission

Updates on any changes made to required seabird
mitigation measures or technical specifications of
those measures

CCMs report in Annual Report Part 1 on all interactions
with seabirds.

Implement FAO Guidelines to Reduce Sea Turtle
Mortality in Fishing Operations

Report on Implementation of FAO Guidelines and this
CMM

CCMs to ensure fishermen use proper mitigation and
handling techniques and foster the recovery of any
turtles that are incidentally captured

Sea Turtle mitigation requirements for purse seine
vessels

Purse seine sea turtle incident reporting requirements

Requirements for sea turtle mitigation in longline
fisheries

Sea turtle mitigation requirements for shallow-set
longline vessels that fish for swordfish

Reporting requirement for operational definitions of
shallow set swordfish fisheries, and sea turtle
mitigation requirements including large circle hooks

Reporting requirement for incidents involving sea
turtles in shallow-set longline fisheries for swordfish

Research trials of circle hooks and other mitigation
methods in shallow-set longline fisheries for swordfish,
and report to SC and TCC

Measures necessary to prohibit use of large-scale
driftnets in the high seas

Reporting requirement for MCS actions related to
large-scale driftnet fishing on the high seas

CCMs to ensure its fishing vessels only transship
to/from, and provide bunkering for/ are bunkered by
or otherwise supported by vessels on the RFV

CCMs should only allow its fishing vessels to be used
for fishing, if properly authorised

Vessels authorization requirement

Notify ED of any additions, modifications and deletions
of vessels from members record.

Submission of Fish/Did not fish report

CCMs to advise of the results of their annual review of
implementation of paragraph 1

CCMs to ensure that its fishing vessels have been
placed on the RFV is accordance with this CMM.

CCMs to prohibit landings in ports or transshipment to
vessels not on RFV

FAD Closure Rules

Rules for Purse seine catch retention, including
reporting

Submit purse seine Catch Discard Report within 48
hours after any discard.

Limit number of vessels fishing for SWO S20S to the
number in any one year between 2000-2005

Limit the catch of SWO by its vessels in area S20S to
the amount in any one year during 2000-2006

https://intra.wcpfc.int/Lists/ ARP2%202013/Print%20View .aspx

N/A

N/A

YES

YES

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

YES

N/A

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

Panama

2/6



25/9/2014

2 Q
052

053

2 Q
054

055

2 Q
056

Q-
057

il
<@

058

Q-
059

i

Q-
060
061
Q-
062
Q-
06
Q-
06

a ¥4 @ @ @

Q-
065

i i
Q@

066
Q-
067

=
06

B Q
06

B Q
070

2 Q
071

CMM 2009-03
03

CMM 2009-03
08

CMM 2009-05
01

CMM 2009-05
03

CMM 2009-05
05

CMM 2009-06
11

CMM 2009-06
13

CMM 2009-06
34

CMM 2009-06
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CCMs shall not shift their fishing effort for SWO to the
area north of 20°S

Report annually the number of vessels that fished for
SWO and total catch of SWO

CCMs shall prohibit their fishing vessels from fishing
within 1 nautical mile of or interacting with a data
buoy in the high seas

CCMs shall prohibit their fishing vessels from taking on
board a data buoy unless specifically authorized or
requested to do so by the Member or owner
responsible for that buoy.

Report any entanglements with a data buoy and
remove the entangled fishing gear with as little
damage to the data buoy as possible

Annual report on all transhipment activities covered by
this Measure (including transhipment activities that
occur in ports or EEZs) in accordance with the
specified guidelines

CCM shall ensure that vessels they are responsible for
carry observers from the WCPFC ROP to observe
transhipments at sea.

Ban on high seas transshipment, unless a CCM has
determined impracticability in accordance with para 37
guidelines, and has advised the Commission of such.

Flag State's notification to the Secretariat on its flag
vessels that are authorised to transship on the high
seas

WCPFC Transshipment Advance Notification

WCPFC Transshipment Declaration

Catch limits applicable to CCMs with vessels fishing in
the Convention Area north of the equator:
commencing 2011

Report on implementation including report against
limits of the CMM (in AR Pt 2)

E-HSP Entry and Exit report

Any transhipment activities undertaken in the E-HSP
shall be in accordance with applicable CMMs.

Limit on number of vessels actively fishing for SP ALB
inarea S 20 S above 2005 or 2000-2004 levels

Annual reports of SP ALB as a bycatch, and annual
numbers of vessels actively fishing for SP ALB S20S
and their catch levels.

Full utilization of any catches of sharks retained

Vessels implement 5% fin to weight ratio

Take measures to prohibit their vessels from retaining,
transshipping, landing or trading in any fins harvested
in contravention of this CMM

Report on implementation of this CMM, and any
alternative measures that are applied (para 11)

Vessels shall continue to report to Commission VMS
after moving into Northern Quadrant

Fishing vessels comply with the Commission standards
for WCPFC VMS including being fitted with ALC/MTU
that meet Commission requirements

Provision of ALC/MTU 'VTAF' data

https://intra.wcpfc.int/Lists/ ARP2%202013/Print%20View .aspx
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VMS Manual Reporting procedures - applies 1 March
2013 - 1 March 2015

CCMs to conduct periodic audits of ALC/MTUs of its
vessels and report results to the Commission (AR Pt 2)

Protocol for inspecting States to inspect ALCs/MTU of
other CCMs vessels at sea, includes reporting
requirements for inspecting States

Report to Secretariat any ALC/MTU, and associated
details, that appear to not be in compliance with
applicable CMMs related to VMS reporting

Prohibit purse seine setting on cetaceans, if animal is
sighted prior to commencement of the set

Requirement in the event of unintentional encircling of
cetaceans in the purse seine net

Ensuring safe release of cetacean, unintentionally
encircled in purse seine nets

Report of any instances in which cetaceans have been
encircled by the purse seine nets of flagged vessels
(AR Pt 1)

Prohibit vessels from retaining on board,
transshipping, storing or landing any oceanic whitetip
sharks, in whole or in part

Requirement to release oceanic whitetip sharks, as
soon as possible

Annual report on estimated number of releases and
status upon release of oceanic whitetip shark (Part 1
report)

Limits on transfer of purse seine effort from tropical
fishery (20N - 20S) to areas N20N and S20S

Purse seine 3 months FAD closure (July, August,
September 2013)

Additional reduction of FAD sets

Reporting by CCMs that choose the FAD set limit
option (para 11(ii))

PNA shall limit purse seine effort in their EEZs to 2010
levels under PNA VDS

Purse seine days limit applicable to certain non-PNA
coastal States EEZs

Certain other (non-PNA) coastal States shall establish
and advise limits on purse seine fisheries within their
EEZs

CCMs shall take measures not to increase fishing days
on the high seas, see Attachment D for the limit
applicable to the Philippines

Philippines vessels Entry/Exit reports for HSP-1 SMA.

Purse seine catch retention requirements (20N - 20S)

VMS reporting during FAD closure period

100% ROP purse seine coverage: rules for vessels
other than those fishing exclusively in areas under its
national jursidiction

100% purse seine coverage: specific rules for vessels
fishing exclusively in areas under its national
jursidiction

Specific requirements for deploying observers on
Philippines vessels fishing in HSP-1

https://intra.wcpfc.int/Lists/ ARP2%202013/Print%20View .aspx
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22

CMM 2013-07
19

Data RaP
MCS 44

Convention
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Article 25 (8)
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Article 25
(11)

Convention
Article 27
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High Seas FAD Management Plan

Bigeye longline catch limits by flag

Flag CCMs monthly catch report of longline caught
bigeye

Report 2013 yellowfin longline catches as at Oct 31
2013

Limit on total effort and capacity of certain other
commercial tuna fisheries (that take >2000Mt of BET,
YFT and SKJ)

Estimates of fishing effort for these other fisheries or
proposals for provision of effort data for other
commercial fisheries for 2013 and future years

Notifications of charter arrangements made to the flag
State and ED, including any updated information

Limit to ensure total fishing effort, and as applicable
catches, by their vessels fishing for BFT north of 20N is
maintained below 2002-2004 levels during 2013

Requirement to take measures to strengthen data
collection for BFT fisheries

Report on implementation of this CMM

Reporting against EEZ limits

Report on actions to address non-compliance in CMRs
from previous years

Annual report on implementation of CMM on SPECIAL
REQUIREMENTS OF SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING
STATES AND TERRITORIES

Statement of compliance with Data RaP

Advice from members on its measures for areas under
their national jurisdiction, including conservation and
management measures, inspections and surveillance
activities. Summary to be provided in Annual Report
Part 2

Measures CCM adopted for regulating activities of
fishing vessels flying its flag. Summary to be provided
in Annual Report Part 2

Report from CCM on outcome of an investigation,
conducted at the request of another Member related
to alleged violations of CMMs by its nationals.
Summary to be provided in Part 2

Report of outcome of an investigation conducted, at
the request of another Member of its vessels alleged
violation of the Convention or CMMs. Summary to be
provided in Part 2

Annual Statement of compliance measures, including
imposition of sanctions (to be provided in Annual
Report Part 2)

Report on mechanisms for monitoring international
trade and domestic distribution of HMFS. Summary to
be provided in Annual Report Part 2

Reports of outcomes of Port State Inspections.
Summary to be provided in Part 2

https://intra.wcpfc.int/Lists/ ARP2%202013/Print%20View .aspx
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Convention
Article 5 (j)

SciData 01

SciData 02

SciData 03

SciData 04

SciData 05

ARP2 2013 - Print View

Reports on surveillance activities (sea patrols and
aerial surveillance) conducted in areas beyond national
jurisdiction. Summary to be provided in Part 2

Estimates of Annual Catches

Number of vessels active
Operational Level Catch and Effort Data
Catch and effort data aggregated by time period and

geographic area

Size composition data

https://intra.wcpfc.int/Lists/ ARP2%202013/Print%20View .aspx

N/A

N/A

YES

N/A

N/A

N/A
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